
James Kennedy
Chemistry, Science & Maths Secondary Teacher

Email jameskennedymonash@gmail.com

I am a British Cambridge graduate passionate about education. I taught for three years in 
international schools in Beijing and Shanghai before doing formal teacher training at Monash 
University. I was born in the UK in 1988, grew up in Wales, and I also speak Mandarin Chinese.

While my VIT specialisms are Chemistry and General Science, I have been teaching VCE Maths,  
Biology and Physics in schools as well.

Education & Examinations

2013 Monash University, Australia
 Graduate Diploma of Education (Secondary) in Chemistry and Science

2007–2010 University of Cambridge, UK
 BA (Hons.) in Natural Sciences (Chemistry and Biology)

2009 Peking University, China
 Summer course in Chinese Economic Reform and Chinese Ethnic Politics

2001–2006 Ysgol Gyfun Aberaeron, Ceredigion, UK
 4 A levels in Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics (all A grades)
 13 GCSEs (all A* or A grades)

Résumé Highlights

July 2010 to May 2012
PKU High School (and freelance) English Teacher/HR Manager/Tutor/Proofreader

Responsible for hiring and managing a team of seven foreign-national teaching staff, making 
salary payments, keeping attendance records and training the staff to teach to the school’s 
curriculum. Built upon my teaching experiences at Cambridge to deliver daily book-club-style 
classes to high school students. Tutored dozens of secondary school students in reading, essay 
writing, maths and science both within PKU High School’s International Division and around 
Beijing. Designed and delivered weekend classes to prospective university students (age 20+) 
in preparation for studying abroad. Freelance, I edited scientific journals for grammar and style 
at Tongren Hospital.

Oct 2007 to June 2010  
University of Cambridge Natural Sciences BA (Hons.) Student

Awarded a Nuffield Bursary to elucidate the role of annexin-1 in Ca2+ signalling in Arabidopsis 
thaliana in 2009. Presented a poster on algal biofuels at the 2009 AAAS Annual Conference in 
Chicago. Balanced science with humanities during my two summers at Peking University, and 
spent another summer at a Chinese language school in Hangzhou. Edited the undergraduate 
peer-reviewed journal ‘Science in Society Review’ for one year, supporting the production and 
distribution teams regularly as well. Presented a ‘China in Africa’ talk at the U8 Undergraduate 
Conference, and ran for office in the city council.
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